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Introduction

The Worlds of Words Center of Global Literacies and Literatures (WOW) and the United States
Board on Books for Young People (USBBY) have completed the first two annual reports of
International Youth Literature published and/or distributed in the U.S. in 2024 and 2025.

This collaborative project is an annual analysis that will provide comparative data over time on
the trends in international literature for youth in the U.S. The data consists of books that were
originally published outside the U.S. and then published in the U.S. during the year under
analysis, including books submitted to USBBY for consideration for the Outstanding
International Books (OIB) award and books received by the Worlds of Words Center.

This issue of WOW Stories contains three articles, one on the data for international youth
literature in 2024 and another on 2025, and the third is an analysis of the 40 award books of the
2025 Outstanding International Books (OIB).

Note that additional information, including the spreadsheet of international books for 2024 and
2025 and interactive maps, are available on the Worlds of Words website.

Kathy G. Short, Guest Editor

© 2026 Kathy G. Short

Authors retain copyright over the vignettes published in this journal and grant the journal right of
first publication with the work simultaneously licensed under the following Creative Commons
License:

WOW Stories, Volume XIII, Issue 1 by Worlds of Words is licensed under a Creative
Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. Based on work
by Kathy G.

1430 East Second Street, Tucson, AZ 85721 520.621.9340 wowlit.org © WOW 2026


https://www.usbby.org/
https://wowlit.org/
https://wowlit.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

