
demonstrated that one voice, no matter how small, can make a difference in the world. Through 
literature, they gained new understandings about social issues and the ways in which they can take 
action to benefit children and adults who are in difficult situations. Their emotional connections to 
the characters in these stories supported them in considering perspectives beyond their own 
knowledge and views. The books invited them to live within the “story world” of that character for a 
period of time and to consider their experiences and views of particular issues. They were able to 
try on a new perspective and to gain a different understanding of the complexity of particular 
issues. Their focus on taking action within their own world of the school shifted through these 
experiences from a focus on individual needs and benefits to a consideration of both their 
individual voices and their responsibility to the greater good of others at the school. They also 
moved beyond either simply blaming adults or standing aside to let adults take care of problems. 
By questioning “what is” and imagining “What if?,” the students took a significant first step toward 
standing up and taking action to injustices on the world.
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Exploring Culture and Connection through the Fine Arts

by Jenny Cain, Arts Integration Specialist, Van Horne Elementary School

Van Horne Elementary in Tucson Unified School District participates in OMA, Opening the Minds 
through the Arts, an award-winning program that integrates arts throughout the curriculum. I 
work with students of all grade levels, immersing them in art, music, drama, and opera related to 
their classroom inquiries and we also have guest artists who come to the school (visit 
http://www.omaprogramaz.org/ for more information about OMA).

This short video has examples from the two arts units that I developed as part of the school-wide 
focus on Journeys. The younger children engaged in a journey around the world through lullabies. 
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