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Preface to the 32nd Issue of the Journal of Second Language Acquisition and Teaching
(JSLAT)

The Journal of Second Language Acquisition and Teaching (JSLAT) is pleased to present
its 32nd volume, continuing a tradition of graduate-driven scholarship that began in 1993 with the
inaugural issue of £l Two Talk. Language education today is being reshaped by new technologies,
evolving understandings of learning and interaction, and persistent questions about language,
power, and belonging. Generative Al tools are entering classrooms faster than research, policy, or
teacher preparation can respond, while multilingual learners navigate standardized frameworks
and sociopolitical contexts that do not always reflect the complexity of their linguistic realities.
The articles in this issue approach these concerns from diverse methodological and theoretical
perspectives, but they share a common insight: language teaching is never only about tools or
techniques—it reflects assumptions about how language is learned, whose practices are
recognized, and what forms of participation become possible.

The first two articles examine the role of artificial intelligence and technology-enhanced
learning within contemporary Applied Linguistics discourse. In “ChatGPT as a Conversational
Partner: Korean as a Foreign Language Students’ Perceptions and Challenges,” Jieun Ryu and
Subin Oh explore how real-time GenAl voice tools can support speaking practice in less commonly
taught languages, while identifying the pedagogical guidance and technical refinements needed
for effective integration. Complementing this work, Berra Artul’s systematic review, “Krashen's
Input Hypothesis in Technology-Enhanced and Al-Assisted Language Learning Environments,”
synthesizes current research to show how multimodal and personalized input can operationalize
Krashen’s framework in Al-supported contexts, highlighting both effective practices and areas for
future study.

Bridging technological innovation with relational dimensions of learning, Mukaddes
Coban-Postact and Mustafa Polat’s article, “Audio Feedback in Graduate Academic Writing:
Effects on Writing Achievement, Revision Practices, and Student Perceptions,” demonstrates how
audio feedback can enhance graduate students’ writing performance by offering clearer, more
personalized, and more engaging support than traditional written feedback. Though grounded in a
technology-mediated practice, the study foregrounds the communicative and interpersonal
aspects of feedback, creating a natural connection to the sociocultural perspectives explored in
the final two articles.

Turning more directly to questions of language, power, and participation, Selinay
Gilindogan’s systematic review maps the intersection of Sociocultural Theory and second
language acquisition across 23 empirical studies. The review identifies key patterns and gaps in
the literature, including tendencies to treat social features as micro-level and cultural features as
macro-level constructs, a limited conceptualization of Al as a feedback tool rather than a
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scaffold, and a scarcity of research situated in adult-education contexts. Finally, in “Language as
Power: A Critical Analysis of Arizona’s English Language Proficiency Standards,” Jazzie Tarrell
examines the tension between standardized policy expectations and the lived experiences of
multilingual learners. Through a critical analysis of the state’s Structured English Immersion (SEI)
framework, the article highlights systemic barriers and advocates for more equitable, sovereignty -
oriented approaches to language education.

Read together, these five articles trace a movement from the immediate question of how
technologies shape language practice, through the relational work of feedback and scaffolding, to
the broader question of whose language is recognized as legitimate within classrooms and policy.
As Al becomes increasingly embedded in language education and multilingual learners continue
to encounter contested linguistic and institutional landscapes, scholarship that brings technology,
pedagogy, and power into the same conversation is increasingly necessary. None of these
concerns can be separated from the others. Every speaking tool, feedback practice, and policy
standard carries assumptions about language, and those assumptions shape whose voices are
recognized, whose needs are supported, and who is left at the margins.

The editorial team warmly thanks all authors, reviewers, and readers for their
contributions to this issue. We extend our sincere appreciation to Dr. Borbala Gaspar, whose
dedicated mentorship, thoughtful guidance, and unwavering support enriched our work at every
stage of the editorial process. Her leadership fostered the trust, creativity, and collaboration that
made this volume possible.

Sincerely,
Sara Leila & Brillana Temaat & Alona Kladieva
Co-editors of JSLAT

The University of Arizona






