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Introduction from the Office of Societal Impact 

Expanding access to undergraduate research has become a clear priority at the University of Arizona, grounded in 
the belief that meaningful research opportunities should be accessible to students across all academic and 
career pathways. The Arizona Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies (AJIS) has consistently provided a space where 
undergraduate scholars can actively shape academic conversations. The Office of Societal Impact is proud to 
have continued to support the journal and the dedicated students behind it again this year. 

This year’s issue brings together interdisciplinary work and offers a glimpse into the range of questions that 
undergraduates at the University of Arizona are exploring. From healthcare-focused studies on post-traumatic 
stress disorder, language access, and psychiatric comorbidities to investigations in the physical sciences, these 
projects demonstrate the curiosity and persistence that shape undergraduate research experiences. 

At the University of Arizona, our identity as Arizona’s land-grant institution, an American Indian and Alaska Native-
Serving Institution, and a Hispanic Serving Institution calls us to intentionally expand access to research 
opportunities and support scholarship that is both rigorous and responsive to the communities we serve. AJIS 
plays a critical role in that effort by amplifying the voices of undergraduate researchers and creating pathways for 
students to participate in knowledge production and dissemination. 

This publication is the result of an incredibly dedicated editorial team. The editors’ guidance and revisions shape 
the journal itself as well as the experience of each student author. Under the leadership of Editor-in-Chief Angela 
Tatsch, the team expanded to include a Social Media Coordinator, strengthened and documented editing 
protocols, and increased the journal’s visibility through consistent outreach and tabling events. 

We are pleased to continue the tradition of the annual AJIS Showcase, where projects move from page to 
conversation as the campus community is invited to engage directly with the people behind the research. This 
showcase fosters ongoing dialogue and celebrates the remarkable achievements of undergraduate researchers. 

To the authors: thank you for your curiosity, rigor, and commitment to sharing valuable knowledge. Your work 
showcases the strength of interdisciplinary scholarship and its potential to drive meaningful change. 

To the graduating editors and authors: it’s been a pleasure to see your work take shape through this journal. 
Congratulations on this milestone, and best wishes as you move into a new phase of life! 

Please join us in celebrating the publication of the 2026 edition of the Arizona Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies 
and in recognizing the outstanding efforts of this year’s editorial team and student authors. 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Courtney Leligdon  |  she, her, hers 
Undergraduate Research Coordinator 
Office of Societal Impact 
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