Letter from the Editor
I’m excited to introduce you to the 12" volume of the Arizona Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies.

| am deeply grateful and honored to have served as the Editor-in-Chief of this undergraduate research journal.
Having been part of AJIS since my freshman year, I’ve watched it flourish and leave a profound impact on the
University of Arizona undergraduate community year after year, bridging the arts, humanities, and sciences.

AJIS has built a resilient community and strengthened the skills of both our authors and team. I’m honored to have
worked alongside our editorial team, and with their support, we’ve aligned our peer-review process more closely
with academic standards and opened our annual Research Showcase to the public.

We’ve further expanded our campus presence by participating in University of Arizona events, such as the Meet
Your Major fair and various undergraduate research symposia. | could not be more grateful to our Social Media
Coordinator, Amara Williams, who spearheaded this vital new outreach position, and | cannot wait to see how she
continues to elevate AJIS next year. I’'m also constantly amazed by our Graphic Designer, Sabrina Rayner, who has
been a joy to work with and designed a beautiful cover that captures the interdisciplinary spirit of the Arizona
Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies.

On behalf of the entire team, | extend our deepest gratitude to our sponsors. The continuity and success of AJIS
would not be possible without the Office of Societal Impact and our Undergraduate Research Coordinator,
Courtney Leligdon. Her mentorship and financial support have been instrumental in bringing this journal to
fruition. A sincere thank you to the Confluencenter for Creative Inquiry for their support in printing hard copies of
Volume 12, as well as past editions. I’'m thrilled to have strengthened our partnership this year by publishing the
journal’s first special feature, highlighting the Confluencenter’s Fronteridades internship program. Finally, we are
grateful to Ellen Dubinsky at the University of Arizona Libraries for her guidance throughout the publication
process and commitment to open-access research.

The strength and partnerships of this volume prove that AJIS is an indispensable cornerstone of our campus
community. As the journal continues to grow, | know it will continue to promote what research stands for:
innovation, curiosity, and community. Here’s to this year’s volume and to nurturing these bold ideas into the
future.

Sincerely,

Angela Nikole Tatsch | she, her, hers
Editor-in-Chief
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