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VIEWPOINTS ON BEHAVIORAL ISSUES IN
CLOSED INSTITUTIONS

INTRODUCTION

Precipitated by works like B. F. Skinner's Beyond Freedom and
Dignity and Stanley Kubrick's "A Clockwork Orange," the growing
public debate over the use of behavioral techniques has now moved into
legal circles. Technological aspects of the problem, however, preclude
isolation of legal considerations from developments in other disciplines.
Any discussion of the problem of regulating the use of behavioral tech-
niques must of necessity be interdisciplinary. Only in this manner may
the impact of regulation be predicted and measured against desired
goals. Drawing from the viewpoints of lawyers, behavioral scientists,
and consumers of applied behavior analysis, the dialogue developed on
the following pages is such an interdisciplinary discussion. The lead
articles, "Behavior Modification in Institutional Settings," by Teodoro
Ayllon, and "Legal Regulation of Applied Behavior Analysis in Mental
Institutions and Prisons," by Paul Friedman, present behavioral science
and legal positions, respectively. Commentaries follow each article.

These articles and commentaries were developed for presentation
at the National Conference on Behavioral Issues in Closed Institutions1

and prepared for publication in conjunction with the Arizona Law
Review. The Conference was held under the auspices of the Behavioral
Law Center of the Institute for Behavioral Research, Inc., a nonprofit
research and educational organization in Silver Spring, Maryland, and a
Steering Committee comprised of members of interested disciplines.'

1. This conference was held in Reston, Virginia on June 13-15, 1975.
2. Judith Areen, Professor of Law, Georgetown Law Center; Alvin J. Bronstein,
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Preparation of the articles and other costs of the Conference were funded
by grants from the Stella and Charles Guttman Foundation, the W.T.
Grant Foundation, -the Matz Foundation, and the Institute for Behavioral
Research, Inc. The Behavioral Law Center, under the direction of
Edgar H. Brenner, will publish proceedings of the Conference.

Executive Director, National Prison Project; Rudi Clemons, Community Representative
and Advisor for Lorton Inihnate Leadership Offices; Paul R. Friedman, Managing At-
torney, Mental Health Law Project; Dr. Joseph G. Perpich, Committee on Psychiatry
and the Law and Commission on Judicial Action, American Psychiatric Association;
Dr. Saleem Shah, Chief, Center for Studies of Crime and Delinquency, National Insti-
tute of Mental Health; Herbert Silverberg, Staff Director, American Bar Association,
Commission on Mentally Disabled; Daniel L. Skoler, Staff Director, American Bar
Association, Commission on Correctional Facilities and Services; Dr. Serena Stier,
Administrative Officer for Policy Studies, American Psychological Association.
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