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Alumni of the University of Arizona Archaeological 
Field Schools

Raymond H. Thompson, POP ‘47

For many years, the Southwestern 
region of this country has provid-
ed practical training in archaeo-
logical methods at field schools 
offering academic credit for struc-
tured participation in a research 
project. The University of Arizona 
(since 1919; Brace 1986) and the 
University of New Mexico (since 
1929; Joiner 1992) have long domi-
nated this form of practical educa-
tion, but many other institutions 
now sponsor field schools.

Byron Cummings established 
the first University of Arizona 
(UA) field school when he con-
verted his annual summer explo-
ration of the Navajo Mountain re-
gion on the Utah-Arizona border 
into a credit bearing “Summer 
Course Among the Cliff Dwellers” 
(Gifford and Morris 1985:399). 
He offered this course as a con-
tribution to the first UA Summer 
School established in 1919 by his 
friend, UA President Rufus Bern-
hard von Kleinsmid.

Cummings, who had been 
taking students into the Navajo 
Mountain region since 1906 (when 
he was at the University of Utah), 
believed that the combination of 
the awe-inspiring scenery and the 

spectacular cliff dwellings made 
an almost spiritual contribution 
to a student’s archaeological field 
experience (Bostwick 2005:12–13). 
His successor, Emil Haury, CUM 
’26, was also impressed by the 
mystique of the Southwest with its 
combination of abundant archae-
ological treasures, incomparable 
scenery, and merciful isolation 
from an increasingly urban world 
(Gifford and Morris 1985:402). 
Many field school alumni have 
recorded personal epiphanies as a 
result of their memorable experi-
ences in that fabled region.

It is the purpose of this essay to 
provide information on the alum-
ni of the UA archaeological field 
schools rather than to chronicle the 
history of those institutions. Carol 
Gifford [Jelinek], POP ’51; Eliza-
beth Morris, POP ’55; and Barba-
ra Mills, GRS ’76, have published 
excellent historical accounts (Gif-
ford and Morris 1985; Mills 2005). 
Haury, CUM ’26, who established 
the high standards that character-
ize the UA field schools (Wood-
bury, POP ’47; Haury 1989:xiii), 
has provided a detailed report 
on Point of Pines (Haury 1989) 
and Jefferson Reid and Stephanie 
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Whittlesey, GRS ’71, a lengthy ac-
count of Grasshopper (Reid and 
Whittlesey 2005). Relevant data 
on the twelve UA field schools are 
presented in Table 5 (below).

Almost 1400 students, under-
graduate and graduate, are alum-
ni of those twelve field schools. 
They are listed alphabetically in 
Table 6 (after references), along 
with the institution from which 
they came, the field school. Al-
though some students enrolled in 
a field school for more than one 
year, only the first year is record-
ed in Table 6. A few students at-
tended more than one field school 
and that information is included. I 
have tried to err on the side of in-
clusiveness and I believe that the 

list is accurate despite the incom-
plete nature of some of the early 
records. I apologize if, for some 
unfortunate lapse, someone has 
been left out. 

The many staff members of the 
field schools both contributed sig-
nificantly to their successes and 
also had memorable experiences 
of their own. Neither they, nor the 
visiting scholars such as Alfred 
Kidder and Stephan Borhegyi at 
Point of Pines in 1948, nor special 
guests such as Lynda Bird Johnson 
at Grasshopper in 1965 are con-
sidered alumni.As students pro-
gressed in their academic careers, 
many adavanced to staff positions 
in the field schools as Dig Foremen 
or Laboratory Assistants, thereby 

Table 5.  Summary of information on Univeristy of Arizona Field School Alumni.
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learning the necessary practicali-
ties to run their own field projects. 
The linkage of student training 
with structured research projects 
has also been highlly productive 
in terms of publication. 

Many of the alumni were UA 
students (about 47%). The rest 
(about 53%) came from some 215 
institutions in all but eight of 
the fifty states and from thirteen 
foreign countries (Argentina, 
Canada, England, France, Ger-
many, India, Iran, Iraq, Mexico, 
Norway, South Africa, Sweden, 
and Tonga). Almost a third of 
the non-UA students came from 
eleven institutions: Pennsylva-
nia 44, Columbia 29 (including 
12 from Barnard), Harvard 26 
(including 9 from Radcliffe),  
Michigan 24, Chicago 22,  California 
at Berkeley 18, Hawai’i 18, New 
Mexico 18, Cornell 15, Colorado 
13, and Yale 11. 

Also not included in the field 
school alumni in Table 6 are the 
many students the UA has trained 
in archaeological field schools in 
the Mediterranean region and 
those who have participated in 
faculty research projects, such 
as Homolovi (Charles Adams), 
Tabun and La Quina (Arthur 
Jelinek), Philippines (William 
Longacre), and Mongolia (John 
Olsen, GRS ’75). A few of these 
students also attended the South-

western field schools and are in-
cluded among the alumni in Table 6.

Women have always been wel-
comed at UA field schools, al-
though Cummings did not allow 
women to excavate prior to the 
Kinishba field school. The gender 
balance is about equal for all field 
schools combined, from 1919 to 
2015. The ratio for the early years 
is about 60 percent male to 40 per-
cent female and the reverse after 
World War II (Table 5). The shift 
would probably have taken place 
at Point of Pines if it had not been 
for the large number of returning 
male veterans under the GI Bill.

Probably every one of the alum-
ni received a bachelor’s degree and 
an unknown number of them a 
master’s degree (including 205 UA 
Anthropology MAs). Between 25 
and 30 percent of the alumni from 
1919 to 1965 went on to profession-
al careers in archaeological-related 
fields. Although the data are too 
incomplete for the post-1965 field 
schools to draw any conclusions, 
there is enough information to 
show that the field schools contin-
ue to play an important role in the 
training of archaeologists. More 
than 200 alumni have earned doc-
torates at some 30 institutions and 
served with distinction in universi-
ties, museums, government agen-
cies, and cultural resource man-
agement firms. 



Thompson - Alumni of the UA Archaeological Field Schools 149

Moreover, most of the alumni 
also came away from their field 
school experience as informed 
citizens fully appreciative of the 
importance of archaeology in the 
preservation and interpretation of 
the past. And we must not over-
look the important role the field 
school plays in enabling a student 
to realize that the reality of field 
archaeology may not live up to 
the romantic lure of archaeology, 
allowing a prudent and timely 
career change.

Many alumni have received 
honors and awards. For exam-
ple, nine of them (including three 
women) have been elected to the 
National Academy of Sciences: 
Patty Jo Watson (née Anderson), 
POP ’53; Patricia Crown, GRS 
’75; Emil Haury, CUM ’26; Frank 
Hole, POP ’52; Edward Spicer, 
KIN ’32; Waldo Wedel, CUM ’29; 
Fred Wendorf, POP ’47; Pauline 
Weissner, GRS ’69; and Gordon 
Willey, KIN ’35. Seven have re-
ceived the Alfred Vincent Kidder 
Award for Eminence in American 
Archaeology: Wendy Ashmore, 
GRS ’75; Jeffrey Dean, POP ’60; 
Charles Di Peso, POP ’48; Emil 
Haury, CUM ’26; William Lipe, 
POP ’56; Gordon Willey, KIN ’35; 
and Richard Woodbury, POP ’47.

Let us hope that students will 
continue to have the same unfor-
gettable field school exposure to 

both the romance and the reality of 
Southwestern archaeology that the 
alumni listed here have enjoyed.
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Table 6. University of Arizona Field School Alumni, 1919-2015
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