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Facilitating Productive Encounters with Difference: A Visual 
Essay

Becky Shipe
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ABSTRACT

Advances in technology and global migration continue to provide people 
from all over the world with greater access to a diversity of personal and 
collective narratives. Children and teenagers are becoming more aware of 
how people in faraway places live, and they are more capable of sharing 
their narratives with one another. If students consciously choose to 
consider these different ways of knowing, or “difference,” the experience 
can potentially enhance self-awareness, promote creativity, and generate a 
more compassionate perspective on human similarities and diversities.

AUTHOR NOTE: In this visual essay, the term “difference” is broadly defined 
and should provoke multiple interpretations. Nevertheless, relating this 
term to specific topics such as differing value systems or socio-cultural 
characteristics positions the audience to consider how perceptions of 
“difference” can impact our visual and collective beliefs and behaviors. 
Insights presented in this visual essay reflect the author’s personal 
understandings which have been greatly influenced by the literature listed 
in the references section.
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