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ABSTRACT

In this paper the author analyzes the presence of ancient Egyptian shabtis discovered around Europe. These
are commonly related to the diffusion of ancient Egyptian cults during the Late and Greco-Roman periods.
The first section discusses the role of shabtis in Egyptian religious and funerary custom. The second
describes the production of shabtis. The third deals with the so-called forgeries from the Greco-Roman
period. The fourth discusses the diffusion of shabtis during this period, and the fifth offers hypotheses about
their use in the Mediterranean world. The sixth analyzes various examples of shabtis discovered in Europe.

INTRODUCTION

Most articles and books about Egyptian shabtis date
them to between the late Old Kingdom/First
Intermediate period and the end of the Ptolemaic
dynasty. Shabtis were also crafted during the Roman
Empire, but by this time they were no longer
connected with ancient Egyptian funerary customs
and beliefs. During almost two thousand years of
constant usage as funerary equipment they changed
shape and form, the types of texts they present and
the position of the agricultural implements they
often hold. Over the last century these changes have
been classified according to several different
typologies.

By the end of Ptolemaic period the original roles
of shabtis as funerary equipment and reflections of
beliefs about the afterlife had all but disappeared.
From this point on shabtis became cult symbols,
specifically of the Isis circle, which included the gods

Isis, Osiris, Serapis, Harpocrates, Anubis, and Bes,
among others. These cults became very popular in
the Mediterranean in the 3rd century BCE. During
the period of the Ptolemaic dynasty they spread
throughout the Near East, northern Africa and
Europe. Under the Roman Empire they reached the
borders of the Empire, including the Rhine region,
Britannia, and the Danube region. As one of the
symbols of Isiac cults during the Greco-Roman
period, shabtis became an important element of
commerce and craftsmanship. During the late
Roman Republic and the period of the Roman
Empire, shabtis were manufactured outside Egypt
in workshops of the main Roman provincial cultic
centers. Such shabtis have commonly been labeled
forgeries by scholars.

After two decades of research, I have prepared a
typology of shabtis according to the material I have
collected from various museums and institutions, as
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well as private collections. Most of these shabtis
come from northern Italy, Austria, Croatia, Serbia,
Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, and the Ukraine. I
have also drawn on information about shabtis from
older publications, mostly concerning shabtis from
Germany, France, Belgium, and the United
Kingdom.? Unfortunately, there is not enough
information about shabtis found on the Iberian
Peninsula (Spain and Portugal), in Greece, on the
Aegean islands, and in the eastern Mediterranean in
general to permit many conclusions.® It is my hope
that the data presented in this article will deepen our
understanding of the diffusion and use of shabtis in
the Greco-Roman period.

SHABTIS IN ANCIENT EGYPTIAN FUNERARY CUSTOMS
AND BELIEFS

The shabti (wsbty) is a figure found in Egyptian
tombs from the late First Intermediate Period/the
early Middle Kingdom onwards. They have often
been discovered in tombs in large numbers. Over the
centuries they have been placed in wooden boxes
near sarcophagi and coffins or laid on tomb floors.

The shabti is presented in the form of a
mummified person bearing various agricultural
implements.* During the New Kingdom shabtis
were placed in tombs in very large numbers; a
perfectly equipped tomb might hold 401 shabtis: 365
workers (one for each day of the year), and 36
overseers (one for every ten workers).’

There are three different variations of the Egyptian
word for shabti. The first is shabti, which has an
unknown etymology. The second is shawabti. By the
Late Period the common term was ushabti. All these
terms contain the root wsb, “answerer.”°

The shabti was intended to serve as a magical
replacement should the deceased be called upon to
perform tasks in the Underworld.” The Egyptians
believed that when they died they had to perform
manual labor for Osiris, the king of the dead, the
same as they did during their lives for the pharaoh,
the king of the living. Common Egyptians had to do
various kinds of labor for the pharaoh during the
annual Nile flood, such as building and cleaning
irrigation systems, agricultural work in the fields,
and the like. Elites did not do these kinds of work by
themselves, but the lower classes were forced to do
so. In the Underworld all Egyptians, no matter
which class they belonged to, had to do such work
for the gods. Therefore, the main role of the shabti
was to act as a substitute for the deceased and to
perform labor in the land of the dead. The most

common shabti tasks were filling the furrows with
water, plowing the fields, and carrying sand.®

Shabtis commonly bear inscriptions of various
types. Usually they preserve the name of the owner,
as well as offering formulae, dedications, and spells.
The most common shabti spell derives from a section
of the Coffin Texts which later became the 6th
chapter of the Egyptian Book of the Dead.? Shabtis
from the New Kingdom onward typically bear
formulae from this text, whole or in part:

Illumine the Osiris Ani, whose word is truth.
Hail, Shabti figure! If the Osiris Ani be decreed to
do any of the work which is to be done in Khert-
Neter, let everything which standeth in the way
be removed from him —whether it be to plough
the fields, or to fill the channels with water, or to
carry sand from (the East to the West). The Shabti
figure replieth: I will do it, verily I am here
(when) thou callest.!

From the New Kingdom onwards, the phrase shd
wsir (“the Illuminated Osiris”) was also commonly
written on shabtis."

Shabtis appeared for the first time during the late
Old Kingdom or early First Intermediate Period.'
During the end of the 3rd millennium BCE and the
early Middle Kingdom, wooden models of
servants—agricultural workers, bakers, brewers,
butchers—were commonly placed in tombs."® Their
purpose was to answer in the name of the ba when
the gods called the deceased to their court. During
the Middle Kingdom the ka was presented in the
form of a mummy." In the time of the New
Kingdom, the ka was united with the shabti, which
then bore the name of the deceased.”

During the 13th Dynasty shabtis were presented
with their hands crossed over the breast but without
any agricultural implements. They also contained
the name and titles of the deceased. The iconography
of shabtis changed during the 18th Dynasty, when
they began to carry various agricultural implements,
such as hoes, mattocks, and baskets.'® By the time of
the 19th Dynasty, the dress of shabtis had changed.
Afterwards, shabtis typically wore the same
garments the deceased wore during their lifetime."”
By the time of the 26th Dynasty, shabtis were
commonly stood on a square pedestal and had an
upright rectangular plinth on the back. From the end
of the Saite period onwards, shabtis were usually
produced with less care and with shorter
inscriptions. By the end of Ptolemaic period shabtis
had become small and usually no longer carried
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inscriptions.’® Under the Roman Empire shabtis
were mostly produced in cultic centers, in many
cases with pseudo-hieroglyphic inscriptions.'

CRAFTSMANSHIP AND PRODUCTION OF SHABTI
FIGURINES

Shabtis were made from various materials including
alabaster, wood, clay, pottery, metal (copper,
bronze), colored faience (green, blue, brown, or red),
and glass.”® During the 13th Dynasty shabtis were
made of calcareous stone, granite, or wood. Glazed
faience shabtis appeared at the beginning of the New
Kingdom, and they were used until the end of Saite
period. During the time of the 26th Dynasty shabtis
were usually made in molds and colored with light
blue and green pigments. Alternatively, they could
be glazed. From the end of the Saite period they were
made with less care and mostly from faience and
terracotta. During the Ptolemaic period most shabtis
were made from faience.?!

During the Pharaonic period shabtis, along with
other funerary equipment, were manufactured by
specialist sculptors, painters, scribes, and other types
of craftsmen in temples or palace workshops.? The
manufacture of a shabti is shown on the wall of
Theban tomb no. 36 of Ibi?® During the Greco-
Roman period shabtis were crafted in smaller
workshops connected with cult centers. Such
workshops could be found in most Isiac cult centers
in Egypt and throughout the Mediterranean world.*
In some cases, they were crafted as copies of the
Thutmose III shabtis and were probably made in
molds.”® Such shabtis have commonly been
considered forgeries by modern scholars.

THE PROBLEM OF “AEGYPTIACA” SHABTIS AND SO-
CALLED “ANCIENT FORGERIES”

Imitations of Egyptian shabtis from the Greco-
Roman period must be considered typical
aegyptiaca. Such artifacts were crafted during
ancient times and should not be considered
forgeries.

During the 19th and 20th centuries many scholars
did not consider these shabtis to be Isiac cult artifacts
and commonly concluded that they were modern
forgeries. However, a great deal of research over the
past twenty years proves that all such shabtis,
hailing from all over the Mediterranean world and
even the edges of the Roman Empire, should be
considered original material connected with the Isiac

cult.

There are many reasons why scholars should
reconsider the earlier interpretations. The most
important reasons are the provenance of these
artifacts and the details of their discovery.
Typological and archaeological information can
prove that such artifacts were made in antiquity and
used for cultic purposes. The places where they have
been discovered are always near the cultic centers of
Isiac cults in the provinces of the Roman Republic
and Empire. Sometimes they have also been
discovered in the graves of tribes in the Pannonian
region and the Ukraine. Shabtis discovered within
the territory of the Roman Empire were crafted using
ancient techniques, and in some cases even in molds.
The pseudo-hieroglyphic texts which they
commonly contain do not necessarily prove that they
are modern forgeries, as poor knowledge of the
Egyptian language and script is the main reason
why ancient craftsmen added pseudo-hieroglyphic
texts. The existence of such texts was not relevant for
the use of shabtis during the Greco-Roman period,
as noted above, because the role of shabtis had
changed by then, and during the Greco-Roman
period hieroglyphic or pseudo-hieroglyphic texts
were no longer associated with ancient Egyptian
funerary beliefs and rituals. Such texts were used
more like decorations. Shabtis containing such texts
were crafted during the Late Period or during the
Greco-Roman period, until the 4th century CE.

In addition, these shabtis were not bought from
antiquities dealers in or outside of Egypt. In fact,
according to a study of almost 50 shabtis from the
Roman provinces of central and southern Europe,
none of them was bought from a dealer.” All of them
were discovered during archaeological excavations
of ancient Greek, pre-Roman, or Roman settlements,
all of which were important centers for Isiac cults in
their regions. These facts demonstrate that most
shabtis discovered in the Mediterranean world and
in Europe are not modern forgeries made during the
19th and early 20th centuries.

DIFFUSION OF SHABTIS AROUND THE MEDITERRANEAN
WORLD

The diffusion of shabtis probably began in the
middle of the 1st millennium BCE. During that
period shabtis were traded in the eastern
Mediterranean. Phoenicians and Greek merchants
from Naukratis traded with Egyptians, exchanging
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amulets, scarabs, seals, shabtis, and other goods.
Probably beginning in the late 7th and early 6th
centuries BCE, merchants started to exchange
Egyptian artifacts on both sides of the Adriatic Sea,
as well as in Italy, Sardinia, and on the Iberian
Peninsula.”” As noted above, during the 4th and 3rd
centuries BCE, shabtis spread together with belief in
ancient Egyptian gods and goddesses into the Greek
colonies of the Mediterranean. The Hellenistic
period can be considered the climax of the first phase
of this diffusion. The diffusion of shabtis into the
territory of the Roman Republic began in the 3rd
century BCE. The climax of the second phase was
during the first centuries of the Roman Empire, most
likely between the second half of the 1st and the
middle of the 3rd centuries CE.

To date, almost 200 shabtis have been excavated
in various regions of the Roman world (APPENDIX:
TABLES 1-17), and a few at the western edge of the
Ukraine.?® An uncertain number of shabtis have been
found near the Rhone and Seine rivers®” and in Italy
(especially in Rome),* along the coasts of the Aegean
Sea,® in the eastern provinces of the Roman
Empire,* and in North Africa.® Since the end of the
19th century, these shabtis have commonly been
published in various archeological journals,
newspapers and other scholarly sources. In most
cases they have been published without
photographs and described only briefly.**

HYPOTHESES ABOUT THE USE OF SHABTIS DURING THE
GRECO-ROMAN PERIOD

To date, the appearance of shabtis in the European
provinces of the Roman Empire has led to a number
of different scholarly viewpoints. In 1923, French
Egyptologist L. Speleers made the hypothesis that
shabti figures were only intended to succeed the role
of the deceased as the god Osiris.®® In 1961,
Hungarian Egyptologist V. Wessetzky concluded
that the role of shabtis in Egyptian cults outside
Egypt could not be determined with certainty.*® He
came up with the hypothesis that shabtis were likely
connected with the Roman military based on ten
shabtis that were discovered in the vicinity of the
Danubian limes of the Roman Empire.” In 1972,
Croatian Egyptologist P. Selem tried to connect
shabtis discovered within the European provinces of
the Roman Empire with Egyptian cults, in particular
the mysteries of Osiris and Isis, which were among
the first such cults first recognized by the Romans.*
In 1979, Selem also made a new hypothesis about

two major functions of shabtis during the Roman
Empire. He suggested that they were intended to
serve as magical replacements for the deceased
during agricultural work in the underworld, and as
the image of Osiris with whom the deceased
identified after death.*

Today the role of shabtis in the European
provinces of the Roman Empire is still not clear. In
my view it is certain that shabtis from the Greco-
Roman period were connected with Isiac cults and
with the magical regeneration of the deceased in the
underworld as Osiris, but surely not exclusively. The
diffusion of shabtis dates back to the first part of the
1st millennium BCE, when their value as magical
goods led to exchange between Egyptian and eastern
merchants.”” Shabtis also played a very important
role in the diffusion of Isiac cults from the Ptolemaic
period until the late 3rd or early 4th centuries CE.*
But in my opinion, by the time of the middle Roman
Republic (late 3rd/2nd century BCE) shabtis also
were treated as magical cult objects without any
connection to the funeral rites of ancient Egypt.**
They were probably brought to Europe from
Hellenistic times until Late Antiquity by travelers,
sailors, merchants, soldiers, public officials, and
customs officials, among others.* These people came
from various walks of life and could have been
citizens, slaves or freedpeople. The common thread
connecting them all was their use of shabtis as magic
objects related to Isiac cults.*

The discovery of shabtis and other Egyptian
statuettes in Sarmatian and other graves in
Pannonia®* and the Ukraine* suggests another
hypothesis. Ancient artifacts like shabtis, amulets,
scarabs, and statuettes certainly had magical roles
among foreign peoples, even if they did not know
their original usage. This would help explain the
discovery of an Egyptian scarab near UZice dated to
the middle of the 6th century BCE, a time when the
local population was certainly not familiar with
ancient Egyptian cults or religion. In pagan
communities, shamans perhaps used such items in
cult rituals. They probably believed that these items
could have some magical effect, so they acquired
them from eastern merchants. There is also the
possibility that in these communities shabtis were
used as protection from witchcraft, spells or disease.
Therefore, in my opinion the phenomenon of shabtis
in central, northern and eastern Europe can also be
explained by their role in magical rituals in addition
to their role in the cult of Osiris and Isis.*”
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Finally, there is also the possibility that shabtis
were only used as decorations in Roman houses.*
Perhaps some wealthy members of a community,
who could afford such objects, bought them as
mysterious relics from an exotic, ancient civilization,
or as ancient souvenirs brought by travelers from

Egypt.#

DESCRIPTION OF THE SHABTIS DISCOVERED IN
EUROPE BASED ON THEIR TYPOLOGY
Shabtis discovered in Europe were crafted during
the New Kingdom, the Third Intermediate Period,
the Late Period, the Hellenistic period, and the
Roman Empire. Figurines are divided into a great
number of groups and subgroups (FIGs. 2, 4, 5).%
Shabtis are described according to the following
elements: a) mummiform appearance; b) inclusion
of a back-pillar; c) position of hieroglyphic inscrip-
tion (if such exists); d) type of wig; e) type of artificial
beard (if such exists); f) position of arms, hands and
sleeves; g) types of implements included, such as
hoes (narrow, pointed or broad), picks, crocks and
flails; h) bags and baskets included; and i) material:
stone, pottery, clay, terracotta, or colored faience
(blue, turquoise blue or green). Pseudo-shabtis are
also classified into five main groups and several
subgroups (FIG. 8).>! A pseudo-shabiti is a figurine
made in the form of a shabti, usually with some
pseudo-hieroglyphic inscription. These types of
artifacts were commonly made during the Greco-
Roman period and they are commonly associated
with Isiac cults that spread around the
Mediterranean world from the 5th century BCE
onwards.

In what follows, I will provide examples of shabtis
belonging to each of the groups in the typology.

TyPE A (F1Gs. 1, 2)

Third Intermediate Period female shabti with typical
mummiform appearance, Third Intermediate Period
striated lapped wig with one horizontal band on the
lappets, and one vertical hieroglyphic inscription
carved below the hands. She holds hoes in both
hands. Her unsleeved hands are crossed right over
left. These types of shabtis were previously classified
according to the Schneider typology as class VIIID1.
In Europe only one shabti of this type has been
discovered, in Krk (Croatia).” Most likely this shabti
was taken from its original tomb and sold. Later it
was perhaps taken by a merchant, soldier, or traveler

FIGURE 1: Shabti of Type A, of Mehy-Weshet, from Krk
(Croatia). Kosljun: Franciscan Monastery, Archaeological
collection, inv. no. 642. Photo: Mladen Tomorad.

to another region of the Mediterranean world. It was
made from brown terracotta.

TyrE Bl (FI1G. 2)

Third Intermediate Period female and male worker
shabtis with hieroglyphic inscriptions, with common
Third Intermediate Period lappet wig or striated
lappet wig. They hold hoes in both hands and have
Third Intermediate Period trapezoidal bags with
crossed fibers at the back. The hands are crossed
right over left, and the unsleeved arms are crossed
on the chest. These types of shabtis were previously
classified according to the Schneider typology as
classes VIIIA1 and VIIIA2. They were commonly
traded by eastern Mediterranean merchants between
the 7th and 3rd centuries BCE. These shabtis were
made from blue glazed faience or blue glazed
terracotta. They have been discovered in Egypt and
in Europe, though there has been confirmed
discovery of only one shabti of this type in Europe,
in Osijek (Croatia).®
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FIGURE 2: Greco-Roman period shabtis, Types A-D2,
according to the Tomorad typology.

105



Tormorad | Egyptian Shabtis Discovered in Various Regions of Europe

TyrE B2 (F1Gs. 2, 3)

Third Intermediate Period female and male worker
shabtis with hieroglyphic inscriptions and common
Third Intermediate period lappet wigs with twisted
fillet and seshed head-band. They hold hoes in both
hands and have Third Intermediate Period
trapezoidal bags with crossed fibers at the back.
Their hands are crossed right over left, and
unsleeved arms are crossed on the chest. These types
of shabtis were previously classified according to the
Schneider typology as classes VIIIB1, VIIIB2, and
VIIIB3. They were commonly traded by eastern
Mediterranean merchants between the 7th and 3rd
centuries BCE. They were made from blue glazed
faience. Shabtis of this type have been discovered in
Egypt and in Europe, though in Europe only one
shabti of this type has been discovered, in Solin
(Croatia).™

FIGURE 3: Shabti of Type B2, from Solin (Croatia). Ex
private collection Lanza. Zagreb: Archaeological Museum,
Egyptian Department, inv. no. E-561. Photo: Mladen
Tomorad.

TyrE C (FIG. 2)

Type C can be divided into four subgroups. The
main difference between each subgroup is the
position of the hieroglyphic text, the type of
separated wig, the types of implements in the hands,
and the position of the hands and arms. Shabtis of
this type have been discovered in Praunheim
(Germany).%® According to Grimm, similar shabtis
have also been discovered in Augst and Mining bei
Braunau (Germany); Arles, Bazas, Blendecques, and
Rabastens (France); and Frinton (United Kingdom).
Unfortunately, without photographs it is hard to
draw any conclusions.*

Tyre C1 (F1G. 2)

Saite mummiform shabti with back-pillar and
common Saite plain lappet wig. It holds a narrow
and pointed hoe in the left hand, and a broad hoe
and cord in the right hand. It usually contains an
inscribed hieroglyphic text on the back-pillar. Hands
are crossed right over left; unsleeved arms are not
indicated. Shabtis of this type were previously
classified as Schneider class XIAl. They were
produced during the 26th and 27th Dynasties. Some
of them were made from blue or glazed faience, and
others from terracotta. Shabtis of this type have been
discovered in Solin (Croatia)®” and on the island of
Hvar (Croatia), respectively.’®

Tyre C2 (F1G. 2)

Saite mummiform shabti with back-pillar and
common Saite plain lappet wig. It holds a pick in the
left hand, and narrow hoe and cord in the right
hand. It usually has an inscribed hieroglyphic text
on the back-pillar. Arms are crossed on the chest,
and hands are crossed opposite. Sleeves are
indicated. Shabtis of this type were previously
classified as Schneider class XIAl. They were
produced during the 26th and 27th dynasties and
made from blue or glazed faience, terracotta or
stone. Shabtis of this type have been discovered in
the middle of Dalmatia (Croatia).”

Tyre C3 (F1G. 2)

Saite mummiform shabti with back-pillar and
common Saite plain lappet wig. It holds a pick in the
left hand, and narrow hoe and cord in the right. It
has inscribed hieroglyphic text in the front on one
vertical column. Arms are crossed on the chest.
Hands are crossed right over left, and both sleeves
are indicated. Shabtis of this type were previously
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classified as Schneider class XIAl. They were
produced during the 26th Dynasty and made from
blue or glazed faience, terracotta or stone. In Europe,
only one shabti of this type has been discovered, in
Syracuse (Italy).®

TyrE C4 (F1G. 2)

Saite mummiform shabti with back-pillar and
separated Saite striated lappet wig. It holds a narrow
and pointed hoe in the left hand, and a broad hoe
and cord in the right hand. It has framed
hieroglyphic text in horizontal lines carved in front.
Hands are crossed right over left or left over right;
unsleeved arms are not indicated. Shabtis of this
type were previously classified as Schneider class
XIA2. They were produced during the 26th and 27th
Dynasties and were made from blue or glazed
faience or terracotta. Shabtis of this type have been
discovered in Budapest® and Sicily.®

Tyre D (FIG. 2)

Shabtis of Type D can be divided into two
subgroups. The main difference between these two
groups is the type of separated wig they contain.

Tyre D1 (FiG. 2)

Late Period mummiform shabti with back-pillar,
separated Late Period plain lappet wig, and T-
shaped hieroglyphic text carved or inscribed on the
front. It holds a pick without crossbar in the left hand
and a narrow hoe and cord in the right hand. A Late
Period rectangular bag or basket is visible on the
back. Shabitis of this type were previously classified
as Schneider class XIA3. They were produced
between the 27th and 30th Dynasties and were made
from glazed faience or terracotta. In Europe they
have been discovered in Solin (Croatia).®

Tyre D2 (FiG. 2)

Late Period mummiform shabti with back-pillar,
separated Late Period striated lappet wig, and T-
shaped hieroglyphic text carved or inscribed on the
front. It holds a pick without crossbar in the left hand
and a narrow hoe and cord in the right hand. A Late
Period rectangular bag or basket is visible on the
back. Shabitis of this type were previously classified
as Schneider class XIA4. They were produced
between the 27th and 30th Dynasties and were made
from glazed faience or terracotta. In Europe shabtis
of this type have been discovered in Budapest* and
Vaison-la-Romaine (France).®

TyrE E (FIG. 4)

Mummiform shabti with Late Period plain lappet
wig, but without artificial beard. Hands are crossed
opposite, sleeves are combined, arms are indicated.
Hands are empty and back is flat. Face is oval and
well-shaped. Eyes, nose, mouth and large ears are
well-shaped. These shabtis are without hieroglyphic
inscription. They are variations of Schneider New
Kingdom class VB1 and Late Period class XIB. They
were probably crafted between the 27th and 30th
Dynasties and were made from terracotta or faience.
In Europe shabtis of this type have been discovered
in Kazale (Istria, Croatia)®® and Budapest.*’

TyrE F (FIG. 4)

Mummiform shabti with back-pillar, Late Period
plain lappet wig and plaited artificial beard. Hands
are crossed right over left, and the right sleeve is
indicated. There is a pick in the left hand, and a hoe
with a cord in the right hand. A small basket is
suspended behind the left shoulder. These shabtis
feature mediocre modeling with narrow faces, eyes,
noses, mouths and ears. They contain hieroglyphic
inscriptions between two vertical lines and
trapezoidal bases. They are a variation of Schneider
class XIC and were probably crafted between the
30th Dynasty and the Hellenistic period. Shabtis of
this type were made from faience and glazed
calcareous stone. In Europe they have been
discovered in the region of middle Dalmatia
(Croatia).®®

TyrE G (FIG. 4)

Late Period mummiform shabti with back-pillar,
separated Late Period plain lappet wig and
hieroglyphic inscription on the back-pillar. It holds
a broad or narrow hoe and cord in the right hand
and a pick in the left hand. A Late Period trapezoidal
basket with crossed fibers is visible on the back.
Hands are crossed right over left, with variations in
the sleeves: either both sleeves are indicated, and the
right sleeve is sometimes long, or sleeves are not
indicated at all. These types of shabtis were
previously classified according to the Schneider
typology as class XIA5. Type G shabtis were
produced during the Late and Hellenistic periods.
They were made from glazed faience or glazed
terracotta and have been discovered in Citluk
(Croatia),® Solin (Croatia),”® and Karlsruhe-Durlach
(Germany).”
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FIGURE 4: Greco-Roman period shabtis, Types E-M,
according to the Tomorad typology.

Tyre H1 (FIG. 4) narrow hoe with cord in the right hand. A basket
Mummiform shabti with back-pillar and separated with or without crossed fibers is commonly visible
Late Period plain lappet wig without hieroglyphic in the back. Hands are crossed opposite, and
inscription. It holds a pick in the left hand, and a unsleeved arms are not indicated. These types of
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shabtis were previously classified according to the
Schneider typology as class XIA6. Type H1 shabtis
were produced during the Late and Hellenistic
periods. They were made from blue, turquoise-blue
or glazed faience and terracotta, and have been
discovered in the region of middle Dalmatia
(Croatia).”

Tyre H2 (FIG. 4)

Mummiform shabti with back-pillar, separated Late
Period plain lappet wig, and hieroglyphic inscription
in front. It holds a pick without crossbar in the left
hand and a narrow hoe and cord in the right. A
trapezoidal basket with a crossed, oblique pattern is
visible in the back. Hands are crossed opposite, and
unsleeved arms are not indicated. These types of
shabtis were previously classified according to the
Schneider typology as class XIA6. Type H2 shabtis
were produced between during the Late and
Hellenistic periods. They were made from brown
glazed terracotta. In Europe, only one shabti of this
type has been discovered, in the region of Salona
(Croatia).”

Tyre I1 (F1G. 4)

Mummiform shabti with back-pillar, separated plain
wig (Late Period plain lappet wig or Ptolemaic plain
miniature angular wig with lappets) and empty
trapezoidal bag with cross patterns on the left side.
There is no hieroglyphic inscription. It holds a pick
without crossbar in the left hand and a narrow hoe
and cord in the right. A later type of basket with or
without a crossed, oblique pattern is sometimes
visible on the back. Hands are crossed opposite, and
unsleeved arms are sometimes indicated. Type I1
shabtis were produced between the Late and
Hellenistic periods. They were made from green
faience. In Europe, only two shabtis of this type have
been discovered: in the region of Middle Dalmatia
(Croatia) and in Salona.”

TyrE 12 (F1G. 4)

Mummiform shabti with Ptolemaic miniature
angular wig, and without hieroglyphic inscription.
It holds hoes in both hands, and there is a square
basket in the back. Hands are crossed opposite, and
unsleeved arms are not indicated. These types of
shabtis were previously classified according to the
Schneider typology as class XIA6. Type 12 shabtis
were mostly produced between the Late and

Hellenistic periods. They were made from green and
blue glazed faience. In Europe, only one shabti of
this type has been discovered, in Solin (Croatia).”

Tyre ] (FIC. 4)

Mummiform shabti with back-pillar, Late Period
plain lappet wig with plaited artificial beard. Hands
are crossed opposite and unsleeved on the chest.
Arms are not indicated. These shabtis hold a pick in
the left hand and a narrow hoe and cord in the right
hand. A small basket is suspended behind the left
shoulder. The face is oval with a long and prominent
nose and big eyes. The lips are thick. The ears are big
and well modeled. Shabtis of this type contain an
inscription on the front in one vertical column that
is framed but open at top. They have a trapezoidal
base. These shabtis are a variation of Schneider class
XIC. They were probably crafted between the Late
and Hellenistic periods and were made from glazed
faience. In Europe shabtis of this type have been
discovered in the region of middle Dalmatia
(Croatia)” and Sicily.”

Tyre K (FIC. 4)

Mummiform shabti with back-pillar, Late Period
plain lappet wig with horizontal bands on lappets
and plaited artificial beard. Hands are crossed
opposite unsleeved, and arms are not indicated. A
crock turned to the left is held in the left hand and a
narrow hoe and the twisted cord of a basket is held
in the right hand. A basket is carried behind the left
shoulder. The face is small, with a long nose and big
eyes. The lips are thick. The ears are very big and
well modeled. There is a hieroglyphic inscription on
the front in one vertical column that is framed but
open at top. The base is trapezoidal. Shabtis of this
type are a variation of Schneider class XIC. They
were probably crafted between the Late and
Hellenistic periods and were made from glazed
faience. In Europe shabtis of this type have been
discovered in the region of middle Dalmatia
(Croatia),” at an uncertain site in Dacia (Romania)”
and in Blendecques (France).®

Tyre L (FIG. 4)

Mummiform shabti with arms crossed on the chest
and hands crossed left over right, arms unsleeved.
There is a crock in the left hand turned to the left and
a narrow hoe in the right hand. No basket. There is
moderate modeling of the face, nose, eyes, lips and
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FIGURE 5: Greco-Roman period shabtis, Types N-P,
according to the Tomorad typology.

ears. A hieroglyphic inscription appears on the front
in one vertical column, framed but open at top.
Shabtis of this type are a variation of Schneider class
XIC. They were probably crafted between the Late
and Hellenistic periods and were made from
terracotta. In Europe shabtis of this type have been
discovered on the island of Hvar (Croatia)® and in
Bad Deutsch Altenburg (Austria).®

TyrE M (FIG. 4)

Mummiform shabti with Late Period plain lappet
wig and flat back with plain beard. Arms are crossed
on the chest with implements. The face is oval, with
big eyes and ears. No hieroglyphic inscription. These
Types of shabtis are a combination of the shabtis
previously classified according to the Schneider
typology as classes XIA5, XIA6 and XIC. They were
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probably crafted during the Late and Greco-Roman
periods and were made from faience and terracotta.
In Europe, shabtis of this type have been discovered
in erracotta. In Eur® Daruvar (Croatia),* Budapest,®
and Arles.®

TyPE N (F1GS. 5, 6)

Crudely crafted mummiform shabti with plain wig,
flat back and without artificial beard. Hands are
placed right above left. Stylized implements are held
in both hands. The face is oval, with big eyes. No
hieroglyphic inscription. Shabtis of this type were
probably crafted during the Greco-Roman period
and were made from faience. In Europe, shabtis of
this type have been discovered in Solin (Croatia)®
and Bad Deutsch Altenburg (Austria).®®

TyrE O (F1Gs. 5, 7)
Classical mummiform shabti with New Kingdom
striated lappet wig with one horizontal band on the

FIGURE 6: Shabti of Type N, from Solin (Croatia). Ex private
collection Lanza. Zagreb: Archaeological Museum,
Egyptian Department, inv. no. E-565. Photo: Mladen
Tomorad.

lappets. A three-tailed flail is held in both hands.
Hands are crossed right over left or left over right;
unsleeved arms are indicated. Shabtis of this type
commonly include a hieroglyphic inscription and a
cartouche of Thutmose III in front. They can be
divided into six subgroups. The main differences
between these subgroups are the type of wig, the
type and position of the hands, and the position of
the cartouche (Fig. 3). Shabtis of these types were
previously classified according to the Schneider
typology as class V. These types have often been
considered fakes, though they are most likely just
ancient copies of Egyptian originals (Aegyptiaca).
They were produced during the Greco-Roman
period by various craftsmen outside Egypt. Such
artifacts are commonly connected with the main
centers of Isis or Isiac cults around the
Mediterranean. They were made from dark brown
terracotta. In Europe, shabtis of this type have been
discovered in Ostrozac (Croatia),® Nin (Croatia),”

FIGURE 7: Shabti of Type O3, from Veneto region (Italy).
Padova: Museo di Scienze Archeologiche e d'Arte, inv. no.
E-14.
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the region of middle Dalmatia (Croatia),”! the region
of Pannonia,” the region of Veneto (Italy),”® in
Vaison-la-Romaine (France),” and in the vicinity of
the Rhone (France).”

TyrE P (FIG. 5)

Mummiform shabti with New Kingdom plain lappet
wig. It holds agricultural implements in both hands
and has a reversed trapezoidal bag with horizontal
fibers. There is a carved hieroglyphic text in
horizontal and vertical lines. The hands are crossed
opposite and sleeved, and arms are indicated. This
type of shabti was previously classified according to
the Schneider typology as class VB4. Shabtis of this
type were produced during the period of the New
Kingdom and were made from glazed faience. They
have been discovered in Sicily.”

TYPES OF PSEUDO-SHABTIS DISCOVERED IN EUROPE
Tyre Al (FIG. 8)

Female pseudo-shabti with naked breasts, New
Kingdom striated lappet wig with or without flat
back, and without any implements. These are crafted
in the shape of an African woman clothed in
everyday dress, and often with a cartouche of
Amenhotep below the dress. These were crafted
during the Greco-Roman period and were made
from clay or terracotta. In Europe, pseudo-shabtis of
this type have been discovered in the region of
middle Dalmatia (Croatia)®” and the region of Veneto
(Italy).”

TyrE A2 (FIG. 8)

Female pseudo-shabti with naked breasts, New
Kingdom striated lappet wig with or without flat
back, and without any implements. There is a
pseudo-hieroglyphic inscription below the dress.
These were produced during the Ptolemaic dynasty
or the Late Roman Republic (2nd-1st centuries BCE).
They have also commonly been considered to be
modern fakes, but recent findings suggest that such
pseudo-shabtis were crafted in the main centers of
Isiac cults in Sicily and some other regions of the
Mediterranean. They were made from terracotta. In
Europe, pseudo-shabtis of this type have been
discovered in Krk (Croatia)” and Biggemi (Italy).'®

TyrE B (FIG. 8)

Naked, sometimes pregnant female pseudo-shabti
with African features. This is an unconventional
female figure, with nemes or duplex wig on her head,

and without implements. The hands are opposite,
turned up and unsleeved. Pseudo-shabtis of this
type can be divided into two subgroups. The main
differences between them are the type of wig, and
the presence or absence of an artificial beard; Type
B1 features the artificial beard, while B2 does not.
These types of statuettes were sometimes considered
by Egyptologists to represent ancient goddesses of
uncertain identification. Similar pseudo-shabtis
housed in Padova have been dated to the 6th-8th
centuries CE, though to my knowledge pseudo-
shabtis were not produced during Late Antiquity in
or outside of Egypt. Pseudo-shabtis of this type were
most likely produced during the Greco-Roman
period and were made from brown terracotta. In
Europe, pseudo-shabtis of this type have been
discovered in Nin (Croatia),'! Mu¢ (Croatia),'?? the
region of Pannonia,'® and the region of Veneto
(Italy).t

TyrE C (Fics. 8, 9)

Pseudo-shabti in the shape of an Osiris statuette. A
mummified figure with a flat back. It wears on its
head a typical atef crown, which is commonly linked
with the ancient Egyptian god Osiris. It has an oval
face with big ears; eyes without brows; a nose; small,
thick lips; and a plain, artificial beard. Pseudo-
shabtis of this type can be divided into four
subgroups (C1-C4). Commonly unsleeved arms are
crossed right over left (subgroups C1 and C4) or left
over right (subgroup C2). In the case of subgroup C3,
the statuette has only indicated hands. Other
differences include the representation of the atef
crown (in some cases with a background or small
stripes on the sides), and the flagellum, which is
usually in the left hand on the right side of the
statuette (subgroups C2-C4). In their hands these
pseudo-shabtis carry implements which are
common for the representation of Osiris: a hega (i.e.,
hk3), a scepter, or a flagellum. The type and position
of these implements are different in each of the four
subgroups. They contain a hieroglyphic inscription
commonly framed underneath the arms. Pseudo-
shabtis of this type were likely crafted during the
Roman Empire and were made from terracotta. In
Europe, pseudo-shabtis of this type have been
discovered in Osijek (Croatia),'® the region of Veneto
(Italy),'% Biggemi (Italy),'”” Caransebes (Romania),'*®
an uncertain site in Dacia Inferior (Romania),'®® and
Balcik (Bulgaria).!'
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FIGURE 8: Greco-Roman period pseudo-shabtis, Types
A1-E, according to the Tomorad typology.

Tyre D (FIG. 8)

Mummiform pseudo-shabti with New Kingdom
striated short rounded wig, without artificial beard.
Hands are crossed opposite unsleeved, and wide
arms are indicated. Hands are without implements.
The face is oval with a long nose, big eyes and thick
lips. A pseudo-hieroglyphic inscription sits below

the dress. These are crude copies of shabtis produced
during the New Kingdom (Schneider Classes VC3—
VC5). They were most likely produced during the
Roman Empire and were made from terracotta. In
Europe they have been discovered in the region of
Veneto (Italy).'"!
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FIGURE 9: Pseudo-shabti of Type C3, from Veneto region
(Italy). Padova: Museo di Scienze Archeologiche e d”Arte,
inv. no. E-23.

TyrE E (Fics. 8, 10)

Pseudo-shabti with dress of daily life, New
Kingdom plain wig, without artificial beard, and a
collar around the neck. Hands are crossed opposite
unsleeved, without implements. The face is oval
with a long nose, big eyes and thick lips. A pseudo-
hieroglyphic inscription is in one vertical framed
column on the dress. These are crude copies shabtis
produced during the New Kingdom (Schneider
Class VIB3). They were most likely produced during
the Roman Empire and were made from terracotta.
In Europe they have been discovered in the region
of Veneto (Italy)."?

REFERENCES

Andelkovi¢, Branislav. 1991. “Various Archaeo-
logical Objects of Near Eastern Provenience in
Serbia.” Journal of the Serbian Archaeological

FIGURE 10: Pseudo-shabti of Type E, from Veneto region
(Italy). Padova: Museo di Scienze Archeologiche e d’Arte,
inv. no. E-47.

Society 7: 67-77.

.2007. “The Collection of Egyptian Antiquities
in the City Museum of Sombor.” Journal of the
Serbian Archaeological Society 23: 227-244.

——. 2015. “Formation and Composition of the
Egyptian Collections in Serbia.” In Mladen
Tomorad (ed.), A History of Research into Ancient
Egyptian Culture Conducted in Southeast Europe,
107-116. Oxford: Archaeopress.

Aubert, J. F. and L. Aubert. 1974. Statuettes
égyptiennes:  Chaouabtis,  Ouchebtis.  Paris:
Maisonneueve.

Beard, Mary, John North, and Simon Price. 1998.
Religions of Rome, vols. I-II. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

Boardman, John. 1999. The Greeks Ouverseas: Their
Early Colonies and Trade. London/New York:
Thames and Hudson.

114



Tormorad | Egyptian Shabtis Discovered in Various Regions of Europe

Bricault, Laurent. 1996. “Les prétres du Sarapieion C
de Délos.” Bulletin de correspondance Hellénique
120: 597-616.

Bricault, Laurent. 2001. Atlas de la diffusion des cultes
Isiaques (IVe S. AV. ].C.—IVe S. APR. ].-C.). Paris:
Diffusion de Boccard.

Bricault, Laurent. 2006. Isis, Dame des flots. Liége:
Centre Informatique de Philosophie et Letttres.

Bubenheimer-Erhart, Friederike. 2006. “Aspects of
Egyptian Religion in Archaic Etruria (7th-6th
Centuries B.C.” In Hedvig Gyory (ed.), Aegyptus
et Pannonia 1II. Acta symposii anno 2004, 11-26.
Budapest: Comité de I'Egypte Ancienne de
I’ Association Amicale Hongroise-Egyptienne.

Budge, E. A. Wallace. 1994 [1895]. The Book of the
Dead: The Hieroglyphic Transcript and English
Translation of the Papyrus of Ani. New York:
Gramercy Books.

——. 1995 [1893]. The Mummy: Funereal Rites and
Customs in Ancient EQypt. London: Senate.

Budischovsky, Marie-Christine. 1977. La Diffusion des
cultes isiaques autour de la mer Adriatique. 1.
Inscriptions et monuments. Leiden: E. ]. Brill.

1984. “Agypten und seine Gotter in
Carnuntum.” Mitteilungen der Gesellschaft der
Freunde Carnutums II: 30—44.

Capponi, Livia. 2010. “The Roman Period.” In Lloyd,
Alan B. (ed.), A Companion to Ancient Eqypt vol.
I, 180-198. Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell.

Davies, Norman de Garis. 1902. The Rock Tombs of
Deir El Gebrawi: Tomb of the Aba and Smaller
Tombs of the Southern Group. London: Egypt
Exploration Fund.

De Buck, Adriaan. 1935. The Egyptian Coffin Texts,
vols. I-VII. Chicago: The Oriental Institute.
Deac, Dan-Augustin. 2013. Prezenta si influentele
egiptene la Dundirea de Mijloc si de Jos: provinciile
pannonice, dacice i moesice (sec. I-IV p. Chr.). Ph.D.
dissertation. = Cluj-Napoca: =~ Babes-Bolyai

University.

——. 2017. “Shabtis and Pseudo-Shabtis from the
Roman Provinces of Pannonia, Dacia and
Moesia. An Overview.” In Mladen Tomorad and
Joanna Popielska-Grzybowska (eds.), Egypt
2015: Perspectives of Research: Proceedings of the
Seventh European Conference of Eqyptologists (2nd—
7th June, 2015, Zagreb, Croatia, 241-256. Oxford:
Archaeopress.

Degmedzi¢, Ivica. 1954. “Egipatska figurica nadena
u Osijeku.” Osjecki zbornik 4: 147-148.

Dobrovits, A. 1943. “Az Egyptomi Kultuszok
Emlékei Aquincumban.” Budapest Regiszegei 13:
47-75.

Dow, Sterling. 1937. “The Egyptian Cults in Athens.”
Harvard Theological Review 30(4): 183-232.

Dunand, Francoise. 1973. Le culte d’Isis dans le bassin
oriental de la Méditerranée. Leiden: E. J. Brill.

Frankfurter, David. 1998. Religion in Roman Egypt.
Princeton: Princeton University Press.

——. 2004. “Egypt: Late Period.” In Sarah Iles
Johnston (ed.), Religions of the Ancient World: A
Guide, 159-164. Cambridge, Mass./London:
Belknap Press of Harvard University Press.

Frankfurter, David. 2010. “Religion in Society:
Graeco-Roman.” In Alan B. Lloyd (ed.), A
Companion to Ancient Egypt vol. I, 526-546.
Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell.

Garland, Robert. 1987. The Piraeus, from the Fifth to
the First Century B.C. Ithaka: Cornell University
Press.

Goricke-Luki¢, Hermine. 2000. Sjeveroistocna
nekropola rimske Murse. Zagreb-Osijek: Muzej
Slavonije Osijek.

Green, Peter. 1993. Alexander to Actium: The Hellenistic
Age. London: University of California Press.
Grimm, Giinther. 1969. Die Zeugnisse Agyptischer
Religion und Kunstelemente im Roémischen

Deutschland. Leiden: E. J. Brill.

Guimet, E. 1900. “Les Isiaquae de la Gaule.” Revue
archéologique 36: 75-86.

——. 1912. “Les Isiaquae de la Gaule.” Revue
archéologique 4th series 20: 197-210.

Harris, Eve and J. R. Harris. 1965. The Oriental Cults
in Roman Britain. Leiden: E. J. Brill.

Haslauer, Elfriede. 2006. “Die Uschebtis im Museo
Archeologico Regionale ‘P. Orsi” in Syrakus.”
Papyri: Bullettino del Museo del Papiro 3: 33-47.

Heyob, Sharon Kelly. 1975. The Cult of Isis among
Women in the Graeco-Roman World. Leiden: E. J.
Brill.

Hoey, Allan S. 1939. “Official Policy towards
Oriental Cults in the Roman Army.” Transactions
and Proceedings of the American Philological
Association 70: 456—481.

Holbl, Giinther. 1979. Beziehungen der igyptischen
Kultur zu Altitalien. Leiden: E. J. Brill.

——.1986. Agyptisches Kulturqut im phénikischen und
punischen Sardinien. Leiden: E. J. Brill.

James, E. O. 1962. History of Religion: The Ancient
Gods. London: Readers Union Weidenfeld and

115



Tormorad | Egyptian Shabtis Discovered in Various Regions of Europe

Nicolson.

Janes, Glenn. 2002. Shabtis: A Private View: Ancient
Egyptian Funerary Statuettes in European Private
Collections. Paris: Cybele.

Jurki¢-Girardi, Vesna. 1972. “Rasprostranjenost kulta
Magnae Matris na podrudju Istre u rimsko
doba.” Histria archaelogica 3(1): 39-76.

Kater-Sibbes, G. J. F. 1973. Preliminary Catalogue of
Sarapis Monuments. Leiden: E. J. Brill.

Kova¢, Marina. 2013. Ulaznica za drugi svijet.
Egipatska zbirka Muzeja Slavonije (Ticket to the
Afterlife. Eqyptian Collection of the Museum of
Slavonia.) Osijek: Muzej Slavonije.

——. 2015. “Egyptian Collection of the Museum of
Slavonia in Osijek (Croatia).” In Mladen
Tomorad (ed.), A History of Research into Ancient
Egyptian Culture conducted in Southeast Europe,
93-105. Oxford: Archaeopress.

Lakatos, Pal. 1961. Beitrige zur Verbreitung der
igyptischen Kulte in Pannonien. Acta Universitatis
Szegedinensis. Acta Antiqua IV. Szeged.

Leclant, Jean. 1955. “Découvertes d’objets égyptiens
hors d’Egypte.” Orientalia 24: 310-317.

. 1958. “Découvertes d’objets égyptiens ou
égyptisants hors d’Egypte.” Orientalia 27: 91—
101.

Lloyd, Alan B. 1983. “The Late Period: 664-323 BC.”
In B. G. Trigger, B. ]. Kemp, David O’Connor,
and A. B. Lloyd (eds.), Ancient Egypt: A Social
History, 279-348. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

Malaise, Michel. 1972a. Inventaire préliminaire des
documents égyptiens découverts en Italie. Leiden: E.
J. Brill.

——. 1972b. Les conditions de pénétration et de diffusion
des cultes égyptiens en Italie. Leiden: E. J. Brill.
Manegazzi, Alessandra, Nicola Carrara, and

Susanna Moser. 2013. “Le  collezioni
egittologische dei Musei dell’Universita degli
Studi di Padova.” In Paolo Gallo (ed.), Egittologia
a Palazzo Nuovo. Studi e ricerche dell’Universita di

Torino, 219-236. Torino: Edizioni Epoké.

Mariette, Auguste. 1869. Abydos: description des
fouilles. Paris: Imprimerie Nationale.

Monnet Saleh, Janine. 1970. Les antiquités égyptiennes
de Zagreb. Catalogue raisonné des antiquités
égyptiennes conservées au Musée Archéologique de
Zagreb en Yougoslavie. Paris: Mouton.

Nock, Arthur Darby. 1925. “The Augustan
Restoration.” The Classical Review 39(3/4): 60-67.

——. 1952. “The Roman Army and the Roman

Religious Year.” The Harvard Theological Review
45(4): 187-252.

Parcerisa, J. Padro. 1980-1985. Egyptian-Type
Documents from the Mediterranean Littoral of the
Iberian Peninsula before the Roman Congquest, vols.
I-III. Leiden: E. J. Brill.

Perc, Bernarda. 1968. Beitrige zur Verbreitung
dgyptischer Kulte auf dem Balkan und in den
Donaulindern zur Rémerzeit (mit besonderer
Beriicksicksichtigung des Quellenmaterials aus dem
Gebiet des heutigen Staates [ugoslawien). PhD
Dissertation. ~ Miinchen:  Universitit zu
Miinchen.

Petrie, William Matthew Flinders. 1935. Shabtis.
London:  British  School of Egyptian
Archaeology.

——. 1996 [1909]. The Arts and Crafts of Ancient
Egypt. London: Bracken Books.

Pinterovi¢, Danica. 1954. “Iskopavanja i arheoloski
nalazi na terenu Osijeka i njegove okolice 16. X.
1948. do kraja 1954. g.” Osjecki zbornik 4: 19-31.

. 1967. “Mursa u svijetlu novih izvora i nove

literature.” Osjecki zbornik 11: 23-66.

. 1978. Mursa i njeno podrucje u anticko doba.
Osijek: Centar za znanstveni rad JAZU.

Roussel, Pierre. 1916. Les cultes égyptiens a Delos de
e au ler s. Av. |.-C. Nancy: Berger-Levrault.

Riipke, Jorg, ed. 2007. A Companion to Roman Religion.
Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell.

Schneider, Hans D. 1977. Shabtis: An Introduction to
the History of Ancient Eqyptian Funerary Statuettes
with a Catalogue of the Collection of Shabtis in the
National Museum of Antiquities at Leiden, vols. I-
III. Leiden: Rijksmuseum van Oudheden te
Leiden.

Selem, Petar. 1961. “Egipatska prisutnost u nasoj
antici.” Telegram 29 December, 1961: 4.

1969. “Egipatski Sauabtiji i amuleti u

Arheoloskom muzeju u Splitu.” Vjesnik za

arheologiju i historiju dalmatinsku 63-64: 125-144.

. 1971. “Boginja s tisu¢u imena: Neki aspekti
pojave egipatskih bogova u dalmatinsko-
panonskom krugu.” Hrovatski znanstveni zbornik
1: 291-332.

——. 1972. “Egipatski bogovi u rimskom Iliriku.”
Godisnjak Centra za balkanoloSka ispitivanja 9: 7—
104.

1979. “Nekoliko zapazanja o difuziji
egipatskih kultova po rimskoj Dalmaciji.”
Vijesnik za arheologiju 1 historiju dalmatinsku 72-73:
79-92, Tab. 1-2.

116



Tormorad | Egyptian Shabtis Discovered in Various Regions of Europe

——. 1980. Les Religions orientales dans la Pannonie
Romaine partie en Yougoslavie. Leiden: E. J. Brill.

——. 1997. Izidin trag. Split: Splitski kulturni krug.

——.2012. “Aegyptiaca Salonitana.” In Petar Selem
and Inga Vilogorac Br¢i¢ (eds.), ROMIS:
Religionum Orientalium monumenta et inscriptiones
Salonitani, 7-76. Zagreb: FFPress.

Sfameni Gasparro, Giulia. 1973. I culti orientali in
Sicilia. Leiden: E. J. Brill.

Shaw, Ian, and Paul Nicholson. 1995. British Museum
Dictionary of Ancient Egypt. London: British
Museum Press.

Smith, Dennis Edwin. 1977. “The Egyptian Cults at
Corinth.” Harvard Theological Review 70: 201-231.

Solmsen, Friedrich. 1979. Isis among the Greeks and
Romans. Cambridge Mass.: Harvard University
Press.

Speleers, Louis. 1923. Les figurines funéraires
égyptiennes. Bruxelles: Fondation universitaire
de Belgique.

Spyridakis, Stylianos. 1970. Ptolemaic Itanos and
Hellenistic Crete. Berkley/Los Angeles: University
of California Press.

Squarciapino, Maria Floriani. 1962. I culti orientali ad
Ostia. Leiden: E. J. Brill.

Stefanovi¢, Danijela, and Branislav Andelkovi¢. 2002.
“USabti figurina iz Jevrejskog istorijskog
muzeja.” Journal of the Serbian Archaeological
Society 18: 225-230.

Stewart, Harry M. 1995.
Buckinghamshire: Shire.

Tarasenko, Mykola, and Mladen Tomorad. 2017.
“The Shabtis from the Museum of Oriental
Civilizations in Zalochiev Castle, Ukraine.”
Studien zur Altdegyptischen Kultur 46: 257-266,
Taf. 23-26.

Tomorad, Mladen. 2000. “Sauabtiji u Dalmaciji i
Panoniji.” Historijski zbornik 53: 1-14.

——. 2003. Egipat u Hrovatskoj, egipatske starine u
hrvatskoj znanosti i kulturi. Zagreb: Barbat.

2004. “Shabtis from Roman Provinces
Dalmatia and Pannonia.” Journal of Egyptological
Studies 1: 89-116.

——. 2005a. “Egyptian Cults of Isis and Serapis in
Roman Fleets.” In A. Amenta, M. M. Luisellj,
and M. N. Sordi (eds.), L'acqua nell” antico Egitto.
Proceedings of the First International Conference for
Young Egyptologist, 241-253. Roma: L’Erma di
Bretschneider.

——. 2005b. “Egyptian Cults in Major Roman

Egyptian ~ Shabtis.

fleets.” In Marina éegvic’: and Ivan Mirnik (eds.),

llyrica antiqua: ob honorem Duje Rendic-Miocevié,

441-450. Zagreb: FFPress.

2006. “Shabtis from Roman Provinces
Dalmatia and Pannonia and their Role in
Egyptian Cults during Roman Empire.” In
Hedvig Gyory (ed.), Aegyptus et Pannonia IlI.
Acta symposii anno 2004, 279-309, Tb. 69-78.
Budapest: Comité de I'Egypte Ancienne de
I’ Association Amicale Hongroise-Egyptienne.

——. 2009. “Ancient Egyptian Funerary Practices
from the First Millennium BC to the Arab
Conquest of Egypt (c. 1069 BC-642 AD).” The
Heritage of EQypt vol. 2 no. 2 issue 5: 12-28.

. 2011. “Shabtis from the Archaeological
Museum in Zagreb (Croatia). A Typological
Study.” Advances in EQyptology 2: 109-134.

——. 2012. “Ancient Egyptian Funerary Statuettes
in Croatian Collections.” Opuscula Archaeologica
36: 275-282.

——. 2014. “’Shabtis.” Ancient Egyptian Funerary
Figurines: Classification (Typology), Findings
and the Role in Ancient Egyptian Cults and
Beliefs during the Late and Graeco-Roman
Periods.” In Emil Buzov and Teodor Lekov
(eds.), Cult and Belief in Ancient EQypt. Proceedings
of the Fourth International Congress for Young
Egyptologists, Sofia, Bulgaria 22-25.09.2012, 139-
150. Sofia: Bulgarian Institute of Egyptology.

——. 2015a. “The Early Penetration of Ancient
Egyptian Artifacts and Dissemination of the
Cults of Egyptian Divinities in Istria and
Hlyricum (1st Millennium B.C.-1st Century
A.D.).” In Mladen Tomorad (ed.), A History of
Research into Ancient EQyptian Culture Conducted
in  Southeast  Europe, 165-200. Oxford:
Archaeopress.

——. 2015b. “The Two Unpublished Shabtis from
Krk (Croatia).” The Journal of Eqyptological Studies
4: 141-146.

2016. “The Phases of Penetration and
Diffusion of Egyptian Artefacts and Cults in the
Region of Istria and Illyricum (from the 7th c.
B.C. to the 4th c. A.D.).” In Hedvig Gyory (ed.),
Aegyptus et Pannonia V, 185-226 and pls. 69-81.
Budapest: The Ancient Egyptian Committee of
the Hungarian-Egyptian Friendship Society.

——. 2017a. “Shabtis from the Late and Graeco-
Roman Periods: Proposal for the Classification
(Typology) of Shabtis Discovered Outside

117



Tormorad | Egyptian Shabtis Discovered in Various Regions of Europe

Egypt.” In Katalin Anna Kothay (ed.), Burial and
Mortuary Practices in Late Period and Graeco-
Roman Egypt, 323-336, Pl. 74-77. Budapest:
Museum of Fine Arts.

2017b. “The Ancient Egyptian Shabtis
Discovered in the Regions of Roman Illyricum
(Dalmatia, Pannonia) and Istria: Provenance,
Collections, Typological Study and Dating.” In
Gloria Rosati and Maria Cristina Guidotti (eds.),
Proceedings of the XI International Congress of
Egyptologists (Florence, Italy 23-30 August 2015),
650-655. Oxford: Archaeopress.

——.2017c. “Shabtis from the Museum and Private
Collections in Croatia: Dating and Typological
Study.” In Mladen Tomorad and Joanna
Popielska-Grzybowska (eds.), Egypt 2015:
Perspectives of Research. Proceedings of the Seventh
European Conference of Eqyptologists (2nd—7th June,
2015, Zagreb, Croatia), 219-239. Oxford:
Archaeopress.

——. 2018. “Ancient Egyptian Collection of the
Franciscan Monastery at the Island of Kosljun:
A Case Study of the Possible Evidence of the
Earlier Penetration of the Ancient Egyptian
Artefacts in Illyricum.” In Marina Milicevi¢
Bradac¢ and Dino Demicheli (eds.), The Century
of the Brave: Roman Congquest and Indigenous
Resistance in Illyricum during the time of Augustus
and his Heirs. Proceedings of the International
Conference, Zagreb, 22-26. 9. 2014, 397-405.
Zagreb: FFPress.

, and Dan-Augustin Deac. 2013. “A Pseudo-
Shabti Statuette Discovered in Tibiscum (Dacia
Superior).” Acta Musei Porolissensis 35: 223-234.

Tran Tam Tih, V. 1971. Le culte des divinités orientales
a Heruclanum. Leiden: E. J. Brill.

——.1972. Le culte des divinités orientales en Campanie
en dehors de Pompéi, de Stabies et d’Herculanum.
Leiden: E. J. Brill.

Tripolitis, Antonia. 2002. Religions of the Hellenistic-
Roman Age. Cambridge/Grand Rapids: William
B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.

Turcan, Robert. 1996. The Cults of the Roman Empire.
Oxford: Blackwell Publishers.

Urani¢, Igor. 2007/2009. Aegyptiaca Zagrabiensis.
Musei Archeologici Zagrebiansis Catalogi et
Monographiae vol. 4. Zagreb: Arheoloski muzej.

Urani¢, Igor. 2008. “Trag Egipta.” In M. M. Mari¢
(ed.), Arheoloska zbirka Franjevackog samostana u
Sinju, 70-73. Sinj: Franjevacki samostan

Cudotvorne Gospe Sinjske.

Versluys, Miguel John. 2013. “Orientalising Roman
Gods.” In Laurent Bricault and Corinne Bonnet
(eds.), Panthée: Religious Transformations in the
Graeco-Roman Empire, 235-259. Leiden/Boston:
Brill.

Waddell, W. G. 1940. “Introduction.” In Manetho
(1940), vii-xxviii. Cambridge, Mass./London:
Loeb Classical Library.

Wessetzky, Vilmos. 1961. Die degyptischen kulte zur
Rémerzeit in Ungarn. Leiden: E. J. Brill.

Witt, Reginald Eldred. 1971. Isis in the Graeco-Roman
World. London-New York: Thames & Hudson.

Wilkinson, Richard H. 2003. The Complete Gods and
Goddesses of Ancient Eqypt. London: Thames &
Hudson.

Zotovi¢, Mihailo. 1985. Arheoloski i etnicki problemi
bronzanog i gvozdenog doba Zapadne Srbije. Titovo
Uzice-Beograd.

NOTES
1 Speleers 1923; Petrie 1935; Monnet Saleh 1970;
Aubert 1974; Schneider 1977; Tomorad 2017.

In most cases these publications mention that the
shabtis have been misplaced or lost.

I have confirmation of the existence of shabtis in
various collections in museums located in these
areas, but no images or details.

4 Schneider 1977, 3; Tomorad 2004, 92.
5 Tomorad 2000, 5; Tomorad 2004, 93.

6 Schneider 1977, 2-3; Shaw and Nicholson 1995,
266; Stewart 1995, 13; Tomorad 2004, 92.

7 Budge 1893, 171, 211-215; Schneider 1977, 5;
Shaw and Nicholson 1995, 266; Stewart 1995, 9.

8 Budge 1893, 172.

®  De Buck 1935, spell 472.
10 Budge 1895, 629.

1 Tomorad 2006, 283.

12 According to G. Mariette (1869, 48) the first
shabtis and associated inscriptions appeared
during the 6th Dynasty. See also Schneider 1977,
23.

13 Stewart 1995, 8.

14 A detailed study of the development of shabtis
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APPENDIX:
TABLES 1-17

TABLE 1: Shabtis discovered in the Roman Province of
Britannia (Harris 1965, 113-114; Tomorad 2006, 280).

TABLE 3: Shabtis discovered in the Roman Province of
Gallia Narbonensis (Bricault 2001, 105, 131; Tomorad 2006,
280).

TABLE 2: Shabtis discovered in the Roman Province of
Gallia Belgica (Bricault 2001, 97, 101; Tomorad 2006, 280).

PLACE OF DISCOVERY NUMBER OF PLACE OF DISCOVERY NUMBER OF
SHABTIS SHABTIS
Frinton in Essex® 1 Arausio (Orange) 1
Thorney near Ivey, Buckinghamshire® 1 Arelate (Arles) 6
Total 2 Avennio (Avignon) 1
Boutae (Annecy) 1
® According to E. and J. R. Harris this is a 30th Dynasty Camaret 1
shabti. It was found in 1964 near the bank of the Colne Chastellard 1
Brook to the east of Larbourne Farm, Thorney. It was
published without images and there is no information Entrepierres 1
Eilll)z)ut where this shabti is kept today (Harris 1965, Forum lulii (Fréjus) 1
b This is a shabti of Nesdjehuty, probably from the 25th Glanum (Saint-Rémy-de-Provence) 1
Dynasty. It was found partly buried in loose, sandy soil Gonfaron 1
in Frinton, Essex. It was published without images and -
there is no information as to where it is kept today Le Bastidonne 1
(Harris 1965, 114). Narbo Martius (Narbonne) 4
Nemausus (Nimes)? 1
Pierrelatte 1
Roaix 3
Vasio (Vaison-la-Romaine) 1
Total 26
2 Guimet 1900, 86.

TABLE 4: Shabtis discovered in the Roman Province of
Gallia Aquitania (Bricault 2001, 97; Tomorad 2006, 280).

PLACE OF DISCOVERY NUMBER OF PLACE OF DISCOVERY NUMBER OF
SHABTIS SHABTIS
Antwerp 3 Cossium (Bazas) 2
Blendecques 1 Mediolanum Santonum (Saintes) 1
Samarobriva (Amiens) 1 Ornoloac-Ussat 1
Total 5 Rabastens 1
Total 5
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TABLE 5: Shabtis discovered in the Roman Province of ~ TapLE 7: Shabtis discovered in the Roman Province of
Gallia Lungudensis (Selem 1972, 66, fn. 87; Bricault 2001, Germania Superior (Grimm 1969, 186-187, 206; Bricault

97, 105; Tomorad 2006, 280). 2001, 105; Tomorad 2006, 280).
PLACE OF DISCOVERY NUMBER OF PLACE OF DISCOVERY NUMBER OF
SHABTIS SHABTIS
A tod Aut 3
ugustodunum (Autun) Augusta Rauricorum (Augst) 1
Jassans-Riottier 1
Bonn® 2
Locgmariaquer 1
Guiglingen® 1
Lugdunum (Lyon) 5
- - Karlsruhe-Durlach® 1
Lutetia (Paris) 2
- .
Plougonven 5 Mogontiancum (Mainz) 2
Thun 1 Praunheim® 1
Trévoux 1 Saletia (Seltz) 1
Torcy-le-Grand 1 Vindonissa (Wildish)* 1
Total 20 Total 10

2 Bonn: Rheinisches Landesmuseum, inv. nos. 398,
29502.

® Found in 1860. According to Wiedemann it is a 26th

dynasty shabti. It seems to be lost (Grimm 1969, no.

117, 206).

Grimm 1969, no. 119, 207, T. 6.3.

Bonn: Rheinischen Landesmuseum, inv. no. 407. The

other shabti seems to be lost. They are both published

without photographs (Grimm 1969, 33, fn. 2).

Found in 1905 in Praunheim. Frankfurt: Liebieghaus,

inv. no. X.21.938. It seems to be lost (Grimm 1969, no.

88, 186-187).

It was kept in the Vindonissa Museum (Grimm 1969,

54, fn. 4).

o

a

L

-

TABLE 6: Shabtis discovered in the Roman Province of TABLE 8: Shabtis discovered in the Roman Province of

Germania Inferior (Grimm 1969, 178). Germania (Grimm 1969, 302).
PLACE OF DISCOVERY NUMBER OF PLACE OF DISCOVERY NUMBER OF
SHABTIS SHABTIS
BadGodesberg® 1 Unknown site ’
Colonia Agrippinensium (Koln)® 13 Total 2
Total 14

2 Found in 1889. There is no information on where it is
kept today (Grimm 1969, no. 76, 178).

b One shabti was found on Benesis Street in Koln in 1883.
Another twelve shabtis were discovered in Koln dur-
ing the same year. One of them was kept in the Wall-
raf-Richartz-Museum in KoIn. They all seem to be lost
(Grimm 1969, nos. 56-57, 165-166).
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TABLE 9: Shabtis discovered in the Roman Province of

Alpes Graiae et Poeninae (Bricault 2001, 135; Tomorad

TABLE 11: Shabtis discovered in Sicily (Haslauer 2006).

2006, 280).
PLACE OF DISCOVERY NUMBER OF PLACE OF DISCOVERY NUMBER OF
SHABTIS SHABTIS
Forum Claudii ceutrorum, Axime 1 Biggemi/Syracuse >
(Aime) Total 5
Total 1
@ Syracuse: Museo Archeologico, inv. nos. 5883-5885,
8998, 47424-47425 (Haslauer 2006).
TABLE 10: Shabtis discovered Italy. TABLE 12: Shabtis discovered in Istria (Tomorad 2000, 13;
Tomorad 2004, 91; Tomorad 2006, 301).
PLACE OF DISCOVERY NUMBER OF PLACE OF DISCOVERY NUMBER OF
SHABTIS SHABTIS
Alba Fucens (Alba) 1 Kazale 1
Aquileia (Aquilea) 3 Total 1
Herculaneum (Ercolano) ?
Lazio and Campania regio® ?
Opitergium (Oderzo) 2
Orbotell 1 TABLE 13: Shabtis discovered in the Roman Province of
rbetetlo Dalmatia (Selem 1969; Selem 1997, Tomorad 2000;
Ortona 1 Tomorad 2004; Tomorad 2006; Tomorad 2015a).
Ostia ? PLACE OF DISCOVERY NUMBER OF
Pompei ? SHABTIS
A Ni 2
Regium Lepidum (Reggio Emilia) 7 enona (Nin)
Rome ? Claudia Aequum (Citluk) 2
Santa Maria Cardetolda di Crecchio 1 Curicum (Krk) 2
Veneto, unknown sites® 25 Lika, unknown site 1
Total 41+?
Middle Dalmatia, unknown site 8
* Alarge but uncertain number of shabtis have been dis- Mué 1
covered in Lazio and Campania. Where they are kept
is uncertain. Ostrozac 1
* Budischovsky 1977; Bricault 2001, 119, 131, 137, 140;
Tomorad 2006, 280; Menegazzi, Carrara, and Moser Pharaos (Hvar) 2
2013. Eighteen unpublished shabtis and pseudo-
shabtis are kept in Padova. Padova: Museo di Scienze Salona (Solin) 11
Archeologiche e d’Arte Universitate Padova, inv. nos.
E11-12, E14, E17-18, E21-25, E38-44, E47. Total 30

125




Tormorad | Egyptian Shabtis Discovered in Various Regions of Europe

TABLE 14: Shabtis discovered in the Roman Province of

Pannonia (Budischovsky 1984; Selem 1997; Tomorad 2000; Moesia (Deac 2017).

Tomorad 2004; Tomorad 2006; Deac 2017).

TABLE 16: Shabtis discovered in the Roman Province of

PLACE OF DISCOVERY NUMBER OF
PLACE OF DISCOVERY NUMBER OF SHABTIS
SHABTIS
Dyonysopolis 2
Aqua Balissae/Municipium Iasorum 1
(Daruvar) Total 2
Aquincum (Budapest) 5
Bata 1
Brigetio (Szonyi) 1
Carnuntum (Deutsch Deutsch 3
Altenburg)®
Tlok 1 TABLE 17: Shabtis discovered in the Roman Provinces of
Europe.
Mursa (Osijek) ! PLACE OF DISCOVERY NUMBER OF
unknown sites 5 SHABTIS
Total 18 Alpes region 1
Britannia 2
* Budischovsky 1984, 36, fig. 4; Bricault 2001, 127; Deac
2013, no. 20, 109-110, pl. 12; Deac 2017, no. 1, 244, fig. Dacia 6
1.
Dalmatia 30
Gallia 56
G i 26
TaBLE 15: Shabtis discovered in the Roman Province of ermara
Dacia (Tomorad and Deac 2013; Deac 2017). Istria 1
PLACE OF DISCOVERY NUMBER OF Ttal i1s
SHABTIS taly
Dacia Inferior, unknown sites 2 Moesia 2
Potaisssa (Turda) 3 Pannonia 18
Tibiscum (Caransebes) 1 Sicily 5+
Total 6 Total 188
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